CHAPTER  XVI
THE USE OF OXYGEN
There was some excuse for using oxygen. We
knew so little, in 1922, about men's capacities for
climbing above the 25,000-feet level, it might have
proved foolish not to use it when we could. But
in the result oxygen has been the bane of Everest
Expeditions. Finch was its chief advocate in
addition to Somervell in the first instance. And
the tragedy is that this magnificent mountaineer,
with his experience and skill, his absolutely un-
conquerable will and his sense of the glory to be
won by climbing Mount Everest, might have been
the very man to reach the top without it. What
led him astray was the conviction scientific men
had, before these Everest Expeditions started,
that men would not be able to live in the rare air
of the extreme heights. To him, therefore, as a
scientific man, it seemed silly not to use oxygen.
With oxygen, if some means of carrying it up
could be found, it would be certain that the top
could be reached. Without oxygen it then seemed
almost equally certain that the summit would not
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